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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are the Draught Minutes of the Agenda Conference of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on  Monday, 12 July 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draught document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, July 12, 2010 at 7:38 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde 


Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry





Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 


Also Present:

Mayor Michael Giordano Jr. 

Patrick DeBlasio, Chief Financial Officer





Eric Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT: 

Council Members:
Everett Merrill (excused)


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Board of Health meeting.  


Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star Ledger and WKMB Radio on May 25, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose.”

Mr. Hitchcock moved to revise the Agenda and place the Firefighter’s Oaths at the top of the Agenda Conference.  Mr. La Ronde seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously on voice vote.    

Mayor Giordano called Fire Chief William Eaton forward; he then thanked the Council for accepting the grant which brings the Fire Department up to full strength.  Fire Chief Eaton thanked the Council for their support.  We’ll be a safer community thanks to the four new firefighters.  

Mayor Giordano announced the following appointments:

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE TO FIREFIGHTER/EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS BY MAYOR:

SHANE J. BELL



THOMAS P. McDONALD, JR.

MICHAEL V. KENNEDY


KRISTOPHER J. PICCOLA 

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 7:47 p.m. 

RECESS

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 7:57 p.m. with all six council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Jim McGarry, 347 Glendale Road, North Plainfield, commended the Mayor, Council and Administration for their support of the Independence Day observances. 

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, stated that the house at 42 Washington Avenue was damaged severely by a fire eight years ago; the house is an eyesore to the neighborhood.  The building is a hazard, why hasn’t the town ordered the owners to take it down?     

NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Satellite Dishes – D.M.S.  Mr. Singleterry advised that the Borough received a letter from a trade organization that the Satellite Ordinance is too restrictive.  The modifications raise questions as to the least intrusive way to install the dishes.  Mr. Bernstein suggested that homeowners gather input from a combination of sources including the Board of Adjustment on less intrusive ways to install the dishes.  Mr. Hitchcock questioned if the multiple family homes which have multiple dishes are grandfathered-in?  Mr. Bernstein explained that multiple family dwellings which require multiple dishes need to notify the proper Borough officials of such need.  Council President Stabile questioned if the current Ordinance requires the removal of the old dishes should the house be sold; Mr. Bernstein confirmed such.  

2.
Amending Municipal Budget – D.E.H.  Mr. DeBlasio stated that the Division of Local Government Services confirmed that the budget is a go.  The Public Hearing will be held tonight on the Budget Amendments, no resolution will be necessary.  A Special Meeting for final adoption of the Budget will be necessary early next week.  

3.
Repealing Kyleigh’s “Red Sticker” Law – F.S.S.  Council President Stabile explained that the State is becoming more and more of a caretaker institution.  Kyleigh’s Law was passed much too quickly because people will not oppose kids’ safety, but this law invites predators.  He related that his office has received staggering opposition from the public. Mr. Singleterry wholeheartedly agreed with Council President Stabile.  Mrs. Forbes questioned if this law is even constitutional as it seems to give Police Officers an excuse to stop teen drivers.  

4.
Borough Memorials – R.E.H., M.H.F., L.L.R., F.S.S.  Council President Stabile confirmed that they would like to see some form of recognition to those who care for the cemeteries and memorials in town.  Mr. Hitchcock explained that the Blue Star Memorial monument at Route 22 and North Drive is an insult; there is nothing but weeds surrounding it.  Council President Stabile explained that the sign was originally put in by the Watchung Garden Club; the State DOT helped to dress it up originally with a wall and flowers.  He suggested organizing a civic group to maintain it.  Mr. La Ronde suggested putting up signs to recognize those that do volunteer their time for the upkeep of the memorials.  Council President Stabile proposed announcing the need for volunteers on the Borough’s website.  Mr. Hitchcock suggested the Council meet at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday to weed and plant flowers around the Blue Star Memorial monument.  Mr. Singleterry recommended the monuments be included in Clean the Brook day going forward.     

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS:

Mr. Hitchcock advised Mr. D’Amore that the Historic Preservation Commission decided something must be done about 40-42 Washington Avenue; the owners wanted to tear it down and the Commission rejected their request.  He then explained that the Shade Tree Advisory Board needs assistance.  The Council and Administration have bought trees in the past; would it be possible to use a sewer jet to water these new trees?  We don’t want to lose the investment of the new trees; Watchung is using alligator bags to hydrate new trees.  Council President Stabile advised that the Borough has tree grant monies; is there any allowance for the purchase of tree gators?  Mr. Hitchcock questioned Mr. DeBlasio as to how much is left in the Shade Tree Advisory Board’s budget.  

Mr. Singleterry reported that the STEP program started two weeks ago at Stonybrook School; there are approximately 60 kids in the program.  

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.



















Borough Clerk

Council President
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