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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 13 December 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, December 13, 2010 at 7:51 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Mary H. Forbes

Robert E. Hitchcock  






Lawrence La Ronde 






Everett Merrill





Frank Righetti  


                                    
            Douglas M. Singleterry
Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President
Also Present:


Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr. 

David E. Hollod, Borough Administrator 
Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Righetti.        
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conferences and Regular Meetings of November 8, 2010 and November 22, 2010.
Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of November 8, 2010:

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Hitchcock

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of November 22, 2010:

Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Forbes 

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall convene in executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on:
Personnel as to non-union employees 

regarding terms and conditions of employment

Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(6)(8).  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.  Formal action may be taken following end of executive session.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 8:28 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Singleterry and carried unanimously.   

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 9:07 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present. 

Mr. Bernstein briefly explained that the evening’s Executive Session was a discussion of Personnel as to non-union employees regarding terms and conditions of employment.
Council President Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-02  RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH SALARIES AND WAGES FOR THE YEAR 2010 FOR EMPLOYEES NOT COVERED BY THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, certain employees of the Borough of North Plainfield are not covered by the terms and conditions of a collective bargaining agreement and thus need to have their compensation established for calendar year 2010;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the following titles will receive the following compensation for calendar year 2010 as follows:  


TITLE






2010

Administrative Assistant 



$  40,000


Business Administrator 



  111,405


Chief Financial Officer 



    39,159


Construction Official 




    20,000


Court Administrator (Acting, Still in Union)



Director of Public Works



    11,033


Municipal Court Judge



    52,150

Municipal Prosecutor




    14,344


Office of Emergency Management Coordinator
      4,414


Recreation Director




    16,480


Assistant Recreation Director



    10,300


Tax Assessor





    63,786


Tax Collector





    15,000


Treasurer





      4,132


Zoning/Code Enforcement Official 


    63,306

Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows: 

Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Nays:  La Ronde

Resolution carried 6-1.

Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-03  RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH SALARIES AND WAGES FOR THE YEAR 2010 FOR EMPLOYEES NOT COVERED BY THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT  

WHEREAS, certain employees of the Borough of North Plainfield are not covered by the terms and conditions of a collective bargaining agreement and thus need to have their compensation established for calendar year 2010;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the following titles will receive the following compensation for calendar year 2010 as follows:

TITLE






2010

Borough Clerk





$ 65,920


Deputy Borough Clerk



$ 42,230

Seconded by Mr. Merrill with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Nays:  La Ronde

Resolution carried 6-1.
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. La Ronde requested that items “c” and “d” be amended to reflect a last call at 2:00 a.m., while other forms of non-alcoholic beverages may be served until the 3:00 a.m. closings.

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “m” be removed for a separate vote. 


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

12-13-10-04a, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, l, n, o and p
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

(Resolution Nos. 12-13-10-04c and 12-13-10-04d appear with the amendments requested at this evening’s earlier Agenda Conference)

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04a   RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING INDEMNITY AND TRUST AGREEMENT WITH THE GARDEN STATE MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND

WHEREAS, numerous governmental units in the State of New Jersey have joined together to form the Garden State Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, as authorized by N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36, for the purpose of establishing various types of insurance coverage, including worker’s compensation and employer’s liability, general liability, motor vehicle liability and property damage; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has determined that membership in the Garden State Municipal Joint Insurance Fund is in its best interests, as well as the best interests of its citizens; and,


WHEREAS, the current Indemnity and Trust Agreement with the Garden State Municipal Joint Insurance Fund is due to expire on December 31, 2010 and the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to renew the Agreement and its membership in the Garden State Municipal Joint Insurance Fund.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby renew its membership in the Garden State Municipal Joint Insurance Fund for a period of three (3) years, commencing on January 1, 2011 and expiring on December 31, 2013, for the purpose of establishing various types of insurance coverage, including worker’s compensation and employer’s liability, general liability, motor vehicle liability and property damages, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are herby authorized to execute any and all documents on behalf of the Borough necessary to renew the Indemnity and Trust Agreement and to deliver same to the Executive Director of the Garden State Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, with the express reservation that said document shall become effective only upon approval by the New Jersey Department of Insurance and the Department of Community Affairs; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of North Plainfield has never defaulted on claims and has not been canceled for nonpayment of insurance premiums for a period of at least two (2) years prior to adoption of this Resolution.



RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04c  SUSPENDING THE BUSINESS HOUR RESTRICTION ON THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR THE TOP SHELF ON JANUARY 1, 2011

WHEREAS, Top Shelf, at 164 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey has requested permission to close at 3:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 1, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has an ordinance prohibiting the sale of alcoholic beverages on January 1, New Year’s Day, between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. unless January 1st is a Sunday; and

WHEREAS, the Borough recognizes that Top Shelf hopes that extending its hours of operation until 3:00 a.m. on January 1, 2011 would enable them to better serve their clientele and to improve their receipts during difficult financial times; and

WHEREAS, New Year’s Eve generates a large amount of business for alcoholic beverage licensees in the Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to grant the request of Top Shelf to remain open until 3:00 a.m. on January 1, 2011;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the business hour restriction on the sale of alcoholic beverages is hereby suspended on January 1, 2011, to allow Top Shelf to sell alcoholic beverages until last call at 2:00 a.m. with non-alcoholic sales permitted until 3:00 a.m. closing at that time.    
RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04d  SUSPENDING THE BUSINESS HOUR RESTRICTION ON THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR THE BRIDGE ON JANUARY 1, 2011

WHEREAS, The Bridge, at 54 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey has requested permission to close at 4:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 1, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has an ordinance prohibiting the sale of alcoholic beverages on January 1, New Year’s Day, between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. unless January 1st is a Sunday; and

WHEREAS, the Borough recognizes that The Bridge hopes that extending its hours of operation on January 1, 2011 would enable them to better serve their clientele and to improve their receipts during difficult financial times; and

WHEREAS, New Year’s Eve generates a large amount of business for alcoholic beverage licensees in the Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to grant the request of The Bridge to remain open until a later hour on January 1, 2011;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the business hour restriction on the sale of alcoholic beverages is hereby suspended on January 1, 2011, to allow The Bridge to sell alcoholic beverages until last call at 2:00 a.m. with non-alcoholic sales permitted until 3:00 a.m. closing at that time.    
RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2011 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Amparo Mendez-Cobo, t/a

Flash Taxi
63 Watchung Avenue
North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2011, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Miguel A. Carrillo
609 Greenbrook Road
North Plainfield, NJ  07063
RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby adopt the following schedule as a schedule of agenda conferences and regular council meetings for the year 2011.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby directed to post copies of said Schedule on the bulletin board in Borough Hall reserved for said purpose, to forward copies of same to the Courier News, The Star Ledger and the North Plainfield Memorial Library and to take such other steps as shall be required by law to comply with the Open Public Meetings Act.

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
Agenda Conferences and Regular Meetings of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield for the year 2011 shall be held at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield until such time, to be announced, the meetings can resume in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.  Agenda Conferences shall begin at 7:30 p.m., immediately followed by Regular Meetings.  Executive Sessions may be convened as announced.  Said meetings shall be held on the following dates:


January 

10

24


February

14

28


March


14

28


April


11

25


May


  9

23


June


13

27


July


11

25


August


15


September 

12

26


October

10

24


November

14

28


December

12

26

AND, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Borough Council will conduct its Biennial Organizational Meeting at 2:00 p.m., prevailing local time on January 1, 2011 in the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield. 
RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04h  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder

Block 203.07 Lot 4


$     348.34

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital

Certificate #10-00194





50 So. 16th Street Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA 19102-2313

Block 203.07 Lot 4


$     343.88

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 


Certificate #09-00379
RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04i  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayment:
Block 4.03 Lot 1

$  1,523.03

Dovenmuehle Mortgage 
4th Quarter 2010




1 Corporate Dr Suite 360







Lake Zurich, IL  60047







Attn:  Tax Department 

Block 15.02 Lot 7

$  1,707.75

Jose & Milena Chanquin
3rd Quarter 2010




239 Oneida Place 








North Plainfield, NJ  07060  

RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04j  WHEREAS, the inspection of 31 Jackson Avenue was never done, Daniel Pellegrino now requests refund of his payment.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to make the following refund:

Refund of Certificate of Compliance Inspection Fee:
Ralph Pellegrino 
$  50.00

c/o Daniel Pellegrino, Executor

341 Clinton Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04k  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TAX COLLECTOR TO CANCEL TAXES

WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Board of Education purchased property known as Block 101 Lot 54, 63 Greenbrook Road, in North Plainfield in July, 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Education is exempt from paying taxes on property they own; and

WHEREAS, taxes have been levied on the aforementioned parcel for third and fourth quarter of 2010;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield of Somerset County, State of New Jersey, that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to cancel taxes as indicated:

Block 101 Lot 54
3rd Quarter
$1647.38




4th Quarter
$1647.37

RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04l  WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-17 allows for the cancellation of property tax and sewer overpayments or delinquent amounts +/- $10.00; and

WHEREAS, the governing body may authorize a municipal employee chosen by said body to process, without further action on their part, any cancellation of property tax and sewer overpayments or delinquencies +/- $10.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield of Somerset County, State of New Jersey, that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to cancel said tax amounts as deemed necessary.
1

RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04n  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 13th day of December, 2010, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04o   PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF SURPLUS FUNDS 


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-58 provides for the transfer of surplus funds from one account to the other during the last two months of the calendar year;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that transfers be made in the Borough’s 2010 budget appropriations in accordance with the following schedule; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately:


A/C #      NAME                                                             FROM                  TO 

CURRENT FUND


31-462-200 Postage                                                      $ 5,000.00


25-240-101 Police-S&W                                                                       $ 5,000.00


36-472-200 Social Security                                            6,000.00


20-120-100 Clerk-S&W                                                                           1,000.00


31-440-200 Telephone                                                                              5,000.00
     
Totals                                                              $11,000.00         $11,000.00

RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04p  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS APPROVED STATE CONTRACT VENDORS FOR CONTRACTING UNITS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A 40A:11-12a 
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program for any state contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in the Department of the Treasury; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has the need on a timely basis to purchase goods or services utilizing State contracts; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield intends to enter into contracts with the attached referenced State Contract Vendors through this resolution and properly executed contracts, which shall be subject to all the conditions applicable to the current State contracts;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of North Plainfield pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.5(b), the certification of available funds, shall either certify the full maximum amount against the budget at the time the contract is awarded, or no contract amount shall be chargeable or certified until such time as the goods or services are ordered or otherwise called for prior to placing the order, and a certification of availability of funds is made by the Chief Finance Officer; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the duration of the contracts between the Borough of North Plainfield and the referenced State Contract Vendors shall be for the 2010 Year:

A/C #      Name
65808    Air Purifiers, Inc                                     69942    All Steel Inc

68766    Allied Oil, Co                                         61419    American Tire Service

61419    American Tire Services                          73991    Atlantic Tactical

71048    Approved Fire Protection                       74018    Absolute Fire

01785    Bodyworks by Tiffany

63767    Boises Bus Interiors                                27171   Computer Systems Method

71054    Cairns                                                      68645    Cintas Fire Protection

71056    Continental Fire & Safety                       70137    Dell Marketing, LP (70256)

67899    ESI Equipment                                        67873   Eagle Point Gun/TJ Morris-Son

70462     Ford Motor Credit                                  71062   Gen-el Safety & Ind.

73032    Garden State Highway                            71048   Globe Manufacturing

70262    Hewlett Packard                                      69944   Highpoint Furniture

73783    Hertrich Fleet Services                            63522   Innovation Doc Imaging, LLC  

74012    Kaldoz                                                     69923    KML Technology, Inc

69531    Kova Corp                                               67872   Lawman Supply Co

67875    Lanigan Assoc. Inc                                 62423    Lifesavers

67872    Lawmen Supply Co.         .                     77814    Messercola Excavating

70142    Mayline Furniture                                   53804    Motorola

69830    Office Business Systems                         47705   Pitney Bowes

42285    Office Solutions

68461    Sagem Morphotrek                                 71063   Scott

71057    Stanfield                                                  67765   Trico Equipment

76669    Turnout Fire & Safety                             69933   WB Mason Co, Inc

71642    WE Timmeran Co                                   73902   Weldon Asphalt

Council President Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-13-10-04m  WHEREAS, the Senior Citizens Club of North Plainfield has been issued Identification No. 352-12-35033 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission and has applied for a Special Bingo License to be effective from December 14, 2010 through December 14, 2012; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a Special Bingo License;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a Special Bingo License to the Senior Citizens Club of North Plainfield to be effective from December 14, 2010 through December 14, 2012.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile 


Abstain:  Forbes 


Resolution carried 6-0-1.


REPORTS:


Police Department, October Monthly 
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  2010 Budget

	
	Re:  December 2, 2010 Agenda and November 4, 2010 Minutes 

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities 

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Invoice for 2011 Membership Dues 

	Rutgers University 
	Re:  Free Online Seminar on December 1, 2010

	PSE&G
	Re:  Notice of Filing and Notice of Public Hearings

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  MultiLatino Delay

	AccuTech Environmental Services, Inc.

Keyport, NJ
	Re:  Receptor Evaluation Form Former VIP Honda 536-542 Somerset Street

	Coded Systems

Spring Lake Heights, NJ
	Re:  Code Services 

	Bramnick, Rodriguez, Mitterhoff, Grabas & Woodruff, LLC

Scotch Plains, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Claim

	State of New Jersey Department of the Treasury Division of Taxation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Request for Borough Email Address 

	United States Department of Commerce 

Washington, DC
	Re:  Boundary and Annexation Survey 

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for November 2010

	Luis Penaloza 

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Request From The Bridge Tavern to Extend Their Hours for New Year’s Eve 

	Messercola Excavating 

Fanwood, NJ
	Re:  Bids for Leaf Removal Services 

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

Cedar Knolls, NJ
	Re:  Remedial Investigation Report 249 Mountain Avenue 

	Green Brook Flood Control Commission

Green Brook, NJ
	Re:  Request for Name, Term and Contact Information for Members 

	Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. 

Highland Park, NJ
	Re:  Audit of the Financial Statements for 2008 and 2009

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Sidewalks on Rockview Avenue Between Grove Street and Rockview Terrace 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
Mrs. Forbes requested discussion on the Humane Society’s contract and the Rescue Squad. 
Mr. Merrill expressed his concerns with the large amount of Taxi Driver’s Licenses being issued; he suggested a dialogue on the topic.   

Mayor Giordano advised that the 9/11 Committee would like to provide an update.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, stated that the leaf collection in district two is running late; he questioned when the leaves will be picked up, then asked about the status of the alternate side of the street parking for street sweeping; Mr. Bernstein advised that they are awaiting the Police Department’s input concerning signage.  Mr. D’Amore stressed that the longer this takes, the more garbage will get into the sewer system.       
Zainab Nawaz, 222 Grove Street, North Plainfield, questioned the status of the Commercial Vehicle Ordinance; Council President Stabile advised that it will be addressed at the second meeting in January.  
Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, expressed her displeasure with the salaries resolutions.  We have a budget; when will we make hard decisions, she questioned, then asked about a new auditor for a fresh perspective.  Where is the money coming from for the raises?  Council President Stabile advised the money was already budgeted for the raises and that it’s better spent on these people.  Don’t all of the celebrations in town cost us money?  When does it stop for analysis, she asked, concluding that we don’t even have a supermarket in town and that businesses aren’t offsetting taxes adequately. 
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Mayor Giordano wished all of the Borough employees and residents happy holidays.  He thanked the Recreation Department for their hard work on Santa Comes to Town on December 5.  He announced that he attended the opening of a new martial arts business in town as well as the Optimist Club’s breakfast with Santa, which was well attended.

Mr. Hollod thanked the Council for the increases which were adopted.

Mr. Singleterry wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Mr. Righetti wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  He wished Marilyn Birnbaum lots of luck.  He stated that although this town has its faults, it has much more good to it and maybe if some residents can’t see that, they should move out.

Mr. Merrill echoed Mr. Righetti’s sentiments. 
Mr. La Ronde wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Mr. Hitchcock thanked Recreation and Special Events for the fine job they did.  He wished happy holidays to all. 


Mrs. Forbes announced that there is a grocery store in town, Fine Fare.  She advised that the market does its very best to serve a wide variety of clientele from a downtown location.  
She thanked everyone involved with Santa Comes to Town, especially the children that attended as they were incredibly well behaved.  She wished everyone a happy, blessed holiday season. 

Council President Stabile announced that the burden of the elected official is one he gladly takes on, but it’s not an easy one.  We provide services to the public with an eye to costs, he said, but it is not the town’s job to be the Walmart of the world.  North Plainfield employees provide services that the residents need and he has no problem paying people what they are worth.  He is pleased that these employees were recognized in an appropriate manner tonight.


Mayor Giordano announced the Budget hearings will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. tomorrow in the second floor conference room at Borough Hall.  
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:33 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

12/13/10


