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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference  of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ  held on Monday , 24 September 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 24, 2012 at 7:44 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill 





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry





Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 


Also Present: 

Michael Giordano, Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Patrick DeBlasio, CFO


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:

Council Members:
Keiona R. Miller (excused)



The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Stabile.           


Council President Stabile requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces and in memory of the American Ambassador to Libya.


Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


MAYORAL PROCLAMATIONS:

Mayor Giordano presented the following Mayoral Proclamation:

WHEREAS: October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, since the program began in 1985 mammography rates have more than doubled for women age 50 and older and breast cancer deaths have declined; and


WHEREAS: National Breast Cancer Awareness Month remains dedicated to increasing public knowledge about the importance of early detection of breast cancer diagnosis and treatment; and 


WHEREAS:    many women still do not utilize mammography at regular intervals even though research indicates it is the best available method of detection; and 


WHEREAS:   the awareness campaign is sending out several key messages, most notably, the importance of early detection through annual mammography screening for women over 40; and


WHEREAS:  taking advantage of early detection methods such as mammography and clinical breast exams could help the breast cancer death rate drop of approximately 30%; and 


WHEREAS: the American Cancer Society has searched endlessly for a cure through vital research, and has the mammoth task of educating our community and all Americans of the risks of breast cancer.  Its many volunteers who offer support in the form of support groups, accommodations and transportation assistance, medical equipment and more.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby proclaim the month of October 2012 as

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

in the Borough of North Plainfield, and urge all women and their families to get the facts about breast cancer and join us to celebrate successes and memorialize lost battles.


Mayor Giordano presented the following Mayoral Proclamation to Fire Chief William Eaton:


WHEREAS:  cooking, heating and electrical fires represent three of the nation’s leading causes of home fires, and are collectively responsible for nearly half of all home fires and almost one-third of the associated fire deaths; and


WHEREAS:  the vast majority of home cooking, heating and electrical fires can be prevented by taking simple safety precautions; and


WHEREAS:  developing a home fire escape plan and practicing it at least twice a year are critical to escaping a fire safely; and


WHEREAS:  proper installation, testing and maintenance of smoke alarms are part of a thorough home fire escape plan; and

WHEREAS:  by preventing the leading causes of home fires, and by developing and practicing a thorough home fire escape plan, people can greatly reduce their risk to fire; and

WHEREAS:  the Fire Prevention Week 2012 theme, “Have 2 Ways Out!”,  focuses on the importance of fire escape planning and practice.  

WHEREAS:  the North Plainfield Department of Fire Prevention & Protection is dedicated to the safety of life and property from the devastating effects of fire; and

WHEREAS:  the members of the North Plainfield Department of Fire Prevention & Protection are joined by other emergency service providers and safety advocates, businesses, schools, service clubs and organizations in their fire safety efforts.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED  that I, Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby proclaim the week of October 7 - 14, 2012 as 

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

and call upon the people of North Plainfield to participate in fire prevention activities at home, work and school, and to take steps needed to make their home and families safe from the leading causes of home fires, which include cooking, heating and electrical.  This week commemorates the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, which killed more than 250 persons, left 100,000 homeless, and destroyed more than 17,400 buildings.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: 


Raymond T. Marino, 79 Harrison Avenue, North Plainfield, explained that his family has owned its house for the past 75 years and that he currently owns the Dunkin Donuts building on Route 22.  Due to the lack of street lamps in the area of the old Abby Carpet parking lot on Route 22, as well as on Harrison Avenue, the speaker called for better lighting, and proposed the installation of street lamps on the newly constructed utility poles in that area.    
Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned the status of the alternate side of the street parking ordinance.  Explaining that the Environmental Protection Agency supports street sweeping, the speaker advised that without it, trash and debris would continue to enter our waterways.  Mr. Hollod explained that he is in receipt of the Police Department’s recommendations and the topic will be discussed at the next council meeting.     
John Maria, 192 Rock Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if Costco had received authorization to move into the old Kmart property.  The Council President explained that Costco has an application before the Planning Board and a hearing will be held on Wednesday, September 26 at 7:45 p.m.  Addressing the speaker’s concerns with two fire damaged homes in town, Mayor Giordano advised that the demolition of 40-42 Washington Avenue began last week, while the house on Rockview Avenue is securely boarded and will be demolished upon completion of the court case which was initiated by the homeowner. 

NEW BUSINESS:
1.
Discussion:  Best Practices Checklist – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that due to prompt filing of the annual state inventory, we will be eligible for our full state aid, while some of those towns that did not participate in the survey may lose 5% of their state aid.  Thanking Mr. Hollod for explaining the process, Mr. DeBlasio stressed the importance of continued financial accountability.    
2.
Rejection of Geraud Avenue Sewer System Improvement Bids – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that all four bid proposal amounts received were significantly above the budget for the project and therefore, we will need to rebid.     
3.
Preparation of Environmental Resource Inventory – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod reported that due to the hard work and efforts of the Environmental Commission, specifically Dr. Harry Allen, we have secured $7,500.00 in grant monies to produce an environmental resource inventory.  The inventory will be an added facet for making development decisions down the road and certainly dovetails nicely with the preparation of the Master Plan.  Responding to Mr. Merrill, Mr. Singleterry advised that there will be a joint meeting of the Green Team and the Environmental Commission with a representative of the consulting company, assuming that the Council approves the resolutions.    

OLD BUSINESS:
2.
Taxi/Limo Ordinance – L.L.R.  Mr. La Ronde distributed the subcommittee’s report to the Council and requested that Mr. Bernstein use it to draft an ordinance.  Responding to Council President Stabile, the speaker explained that taxi owners’ fees would be increased to $300.00 for a two year licensing term and taxi drivers’ fees would be increased to $120.00 for a two year licensing term.  Commending Mr. La Ronde for doing the bulk of the work and spearheading the subcommittee, Mr. Merrill also offered thanks to Clerk Phoenix and Deputy Clerk Sherwood for doing the research and providing many taxi ordinances from other municipalities.  Council President Stabile thanked the subcommittee for their outstanding work as well as Mr. Phoenix and Mr. Bernstein for their efforts.       
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:  

Mrs. Forbes reported on the Board of Education’s Strategic Plan. Explaining that an informational session will be held on October 1 at 7:30 p.m. at West End School, the Councilwoman encouraged residents, teachers and elected officials to attend.  

Mr. Singleterry reported that the Green Team had received a draft environmental component of the Master Plan for their review.  
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

09/24/12


