9

DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 10 January 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 10, 2014 at 7:34 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Lawrence La Ronde 

Everett Merrill 

Keiona R. Miller 

Frank Righetti

Frank “Skip” Stabile  




Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President


Also Present: 

Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Dominic DiYanni, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Singleterry.             


Council President Singleterry requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 10, 2013, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2013 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, advised of his recent conversation with the State Department of Transportation regarding the Bluestone leveling.  The speaker explained that an Historic Preservation Commission memo detailed those properties in need of bluestone leveling and specified 38 trees in the right-of-way which require attention due to tree roots.  Mr. D’Amore urged for a meeting between the New Jersey Department of Transportation, the State Historic Preservation Office, the Historic Preservation Commission, the Washington Park Association and the Borough for further discussion of the project.  Mr. Hollod explained the need to maximize the project with minimal funding, emphasizing that the Borough looks to eliminate as many trip hazards as possible.  

NEW BUSINESS:
1.
New Jersey Highlands – D.M.S.  Council President Singleterry explained that a guest recently proposed this resolution for the Council’s consideration.  
2.
Award of Bid – On-call Emergency Sewer Repairs – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that this resolution awards the on-call emergency sewer repairs to Ralph Checcio, Inc. as recommended by Grotto Engineering and Mr. Bernstein.  
3.
2014 Budget Information – D.E.H.  CFO Patrick DeBlasio was present.  Mr. Hollod presented the 2014 Budget to the Council for their consideration.  Mr. DeBlasio encouraged a budget introduction prior to March 14.  Advising of a 2% tax increase or approximately $54 per homeowner, he cited a $182,000 decrease in taxation as compared to last year.  North Plainfield accrued over two million dollars in surplus which stabilizes the town.   Responding to the Council President, Mr. DeBlasio stated that North Plainfield’s debt service is down $331,000.  Mr. Hollod noted that the Annual Debt Statement offers a breakdown for the entire town.  Advising of two scheduled meetings before the required budget introduction and Cap Bank Ordinance, Mr. Hollod proposed a February 24th budget introduction.     

OLD BUSINESS:
1. 
Garage Sale Ordinance Signage Amendment – M.H.F.  Mrs. Forbes explained that this amendment allows for two additional signs to advertise a garage sale.    
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:  None.    

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President
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