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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, July 13, 2009 at 7:53 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Lawrence La Ronde 





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council Members:
Robert E. Hitchcock (excused)





Everett Merrill (excused)

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of November 24, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference of November 24, 2009:


Ayes:  Forbes, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  La Ronde


Regular Meeting of November 24, 2009:


Ayes:  Forbes, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  La Ronde


Executive Session of November 24, 2009:


Ayes:  Forbes, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  La Ronde

HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 09-05, BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “BOROUGH”):  APPROPRIATING $3,377,500 THEREFOR (INCLUDING GRANTS EXPECTED TO BE RECEIVED IN THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $350,000) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,882,650 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

Council President Stabile presented the Supplemental Debt Statement.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mrs. Forbes and carried all five voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-05 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried with all five voting aye.

HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 09-06, BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE SANITARY SEWER INSPECTION AND REPAIR PROGRAM OF THE SEWER UTILITY WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “BOROUGH”); APPROPRIATING $100,000 THEREFORE FROM THE SEWER UTILITY OF THE BOROUGH AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $100,000 BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried all five voting aye.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-06 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “a” be removed for a separate vote.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

07-13-09-03b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, and k

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03b  WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Rescue Squad, 334 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey has filed an application for a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways for the purpose of soliciting contributions at the intersection of Jackson Avenue and Somerset Street on August 8-9, 15-16, 22-23, 2009; and, September 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 2009 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield reviewed said application and determined that the granting of said application would be in order;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways be granted to said North Plainfield Rescue Squad for charitable solicitation at the intersection of Jackson Avenue and Somerset Street on August 8-9, 15-16, 22-23, 2009; and, September 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 2009 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 7-19.

RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03c  WHEREAS, the following applicants have applied for renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption and Club Licenses for the period July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010 and the submitted application forms are complete in all respects; and

WHEREAS, the applicants are qualified to be licensed according to all statutory, regulatory and local government ABC laws and regulations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue licenses in accordance with the filed applications to the following applicants for the period July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010:

1814-33-007-007
Italian American Social Club of North Plainfield NJ Inc




403 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, NJ  07060

1814-31-019-001
Benevolent Protective Order Elks Lodge #885, Inc




473 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03d  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 3.01 Lot 21


$     512.35

Herbert Sehgel 

Certificate #08-0007





P.O. Box 284









Kingston, NJ  08528

Block 203.03 Lot 7


$     492.62

Chun T. Li

Certificate #06-00124





9 Maljim Court









Wayne, NJ  07470

Block 203.03 Lot 7


$     304.19

Chun T. Li

Certificate #05-00050







RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayments:

Block 136 Lot 5

$  2,838.66

Stanley Goodwin

1st Quarter 2009




P.O. Box 2








Raritan, NJ  08869

Block 48 Lot 14

$  4,225.04

BAC Tax Services Corp.

1st & 2nt Quarter 2009



CA-6-913-LB-01

Veteran Total Exemption



P.O. Box 10211








Van Nuys, CA  91499-6089

RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03f  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield confirmed Special Assessments in 2007, and;


WHEREAS, Special Assessment bills are to be mailed once a year, every year, for ten years beginning December 22, 2007, and;


WHEREAS, Special Assessment bills were not mailed in December, 2008;


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of North Plainfield, that the due date for the Special Assessment bills due December 22, 2008 be changed to July 14, 2009 with a thirty day grace period to August 14, 2009.


RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03g  WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Borough Council will not meet in Regular Session between August 10, 2009 and September 14, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Council has recognized that certain bills may be presented for payment between the periods of August 10, 2009 and September 14, 2009;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to pay all bills presented for payment between August 10, 2009 and September 14, 2009; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer will provide notice as soon as possible to the members of the Borough Council of all bills paid during this period of time. 

RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03h  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD YEAR 2010 MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE REQUEST FOR APPLICATION WITH SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS


WHEREAS, the County of Somerset has issued a request for application which would provide $17,420 to the Borough of North Plainfield for the provision of municipal alliance activities for prevention of alcoholism and drug abuse in North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield will secure a 75% match of $13,065.00 of in-kind services and a 25% cash match of $4,355.00 will be raised by the Municipal Alliance Committee or provided by the municipality, and a copy of the proposed agreement is on file in the office of the Borough Clerk;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign the original of this agreement.


RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03i  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD INCREASING RECREATION DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY FEES


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Recreation Department offers various sports programs and/or activities to residents of the Borough; and,


WHEREAS, the cost(s) of operating such sports programs and/or activities have increased; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Recreation Department has reviewed the current fee structure and determined that it is necessary to increase the fees charged for such sports programs and/or activities.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the fees charged for the various Recreation Department sports programs and/or activities are hereby increased to the following amounts: (1) Soccer – Thirty Dollars ($30.00); (2) Archery – Thirty Dollars ($30.00); (3) Wrestling – Forty Dollars ($40.00); (4) Basketball – Thirty Dollars ($30.00); (5) T-ball – Thirty Dollars ($30.00); (6) Softball/Baseball – Fifty Dollars ($50.00); (7)Track & Field Day – Five Dollars ($5.00) for Residents and Ten Dollars ($10.00) for non-Residents; and Summer Day Camp – Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for full day and Twenty Five Dollars ($25.00) for half day.


RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 13th day of July, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on labor negotiations.


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.  

Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-03a  RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR VERMEULE MANSION PROJECT TO CYPRECO INDUSTRIES


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield requested bids for the Vermeule Mansion Project; and


WHEREAS, four (4) bids were received for such Project; and,


WHEREAS, Cypreco Industries has submitted the lowest responsible bid for the Vermeule Mansion Project and the Borough wishes to award the contract for such Project to Cypreco.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Cypreco Industries is hereby awarded the Vermeule Mansion Project in the amount of Ninety-Three Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty-Three ($93,823.00) Dollars, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with Cypreco Industries for such Project, which contract shall be found in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry


Abstain:  Forbes, Stabile


Resolution carried 3-0-2.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-04  AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2009 TEMPORARY BUDGET 


WHEREAS, The Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provides for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2009;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2009 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey for the fiscal Year 2009;








Salaries

Other 

A/C #
   SEWER UTILITY FUND


& Wages

Expenses
55-502    Plainfield Area Regional Sewer




$375,500.00


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


REPORTS:


Fire Department, May 2009

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Janet Dalley

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter of Resignation From the Community Compliance and Resource Committee

	Mayor Michael Giordano
	Re:  4th of July Celebration Letter to Joe Irovando and Letter to Members of July 4th Celebration Committee 

	David Hollod, Administrator 
	Re:  2009 Budget, Further Information

	Richard Phoenix, Borough Clerk
	Re:  Compliance With ABC Laws

	
	Re:  Copy of Publication of the Invitation to Bid Which Will Be Held Thursday, July 30, 2009 in the Clerk’s Office

	Patricia L. Walsh, Freeholder
	Re:  Letter to Mayor Giordano Thanking Him for the Opportunity to March in the 4th of July Parade

	1630 Radio, WPQJ970
	Re:  Announcement That Several Borough Offices Have Relocated to Their Permanent Offices in Borough Hall 

	
	Re:  Announcement of the 4th of July Parade and Fireworks Display on July 5th

	North Plainfield Rescue Squad
	Re:  Applications for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways for Weekends of August 8 and 9, August 15 and 16, August 22 and 23, September 5 and 6, September 12 and 13, and September 19 and 20

	Aurora Loan Services

Scottsbluff, NE
	Re:  Notice of Lien Holder Status for Property at 253 Sandford Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Lien Holder Status for Property at 59 Duer Street

	
	Re:  Notice of Lien Holder Status for Property at 558 Oakridge Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Lien Holder Status for Property at 369 Windsor Street

	
	Re:  Notice of Lien Holder Status for Property at 117 Sandford Avenue 

	Bank of America

San Bernardino, CA
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property at 28 Harmony Street

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property at 269 Mobus Avenue, a/k/a 267-271 Mobus Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property at 229 Greenbrook Road

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property at 634 Greenbrook Road

	Powers Kirn, LLC

Moorestown, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property at 68-70 Summit Avenue

	Matrix Servicing

Phoenix, AZ
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property at 69-71 Rockview Avenue

	Metlife Home Loans

West Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property at 768 Taft Avenue

	Phelan Hallinan & Schmieg, PC

Mt. Laurel, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property at 156 Delacy Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property at 453-455 Somerset Street

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property at 86 Fairview Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Contact Information for Property at 395-397 Richard Way North

	Washington Mutual

Jacksonville, FL
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property at 358 Grove Street

	American Water

Short Hills, NJ
	Re:  Petition of New Jersey American Water Company, Inc. to Change the Levels of its Purchased Water Adjustment Clause and Purchased Wastewater (Sewerage) Treatment Adjustment Clause

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Project Close-out of North Plainfield Municipal Aid Grant Johnston Drive Extension (FY2007) 

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Digital Adapter Roll-out

	
	Re:  Channel Addition

	
	Re:  Channel Changes

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Proposed Improvements to PARSA Facilities 

	
	Re:  Agenda for July 9th Meeting and Meeting Minutes of the June 4th Meeting

	Rogut McCarthy LLC

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority/ New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Financing Program

	New Jersey Conservation Foundation
	Re:  Survey About Successful Land Preservation Projects in North Plainfield  

	New Jersey Department of Education
	Re:  Letter Informing the Borough That the School District is no Longer Identified as a “District in Need of Improvement”

	Somerset County Park Commission
	Re:  Garden Party in Colonial Park on July 18th from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

	New Jersey League of Municipalities 
	Re:  Michael A. Pane Memorial Award Nominations Requested by September 30, 2009

	
	Re:  State Budget Signed by Governor Corzine

	
	Re:  Important Conference Hotel Reservations Letter for the 94th Annual Conference

 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:

Mr. Singleterry stated that the Economic Development Committee is interested in putting up directional signs for certain Borough landmarks.

Mrs. Forbes suggested a status report on Comcast.  Council President Stabile stated that he is currently working with the Attorney and the Clerk to have that discussion at the next meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, related his concerns about the large amount of garbage outside the Yeshiva house.  Council President Stabile stated that he has been told the inside is no better than the outside.  Mayor Giordano stated that the proper officials have been made aware of the situation. 

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mayor Giordano thanked the Fourth of July Committee for their efforts on the parade and fireworks.  

Mr. Hollod commented that Mr. Singleterry’s suggestion for directional signs for Borough landmarks would make a great EDIP project.  He reported that the library HVAC project is out to bid.  He also reported that the West End Avenue and Greenbrook Road sewer project was completed today.

Mrs. Forbes thanked all that worked on the Fourth of July parade and fireworks and made it such a delightful weekend. 

Mr. La Ronde thanked Joe and Marie, as well as the Department of Public Works, the Police Department, the Fire Department and the Rescue Squad for all of their involvement in the parade and fireworks for the Fourth of July.

Mr. Righetti echoed those sentiments and commented that the Fourth of July events seem to get better and better every year.  

Mr. Singleterry agreed with the others and stated that it was really good to see such a large turnout for the events.

Mr. Stabile thanked everyone involved with the Fourth of July for a great job.

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 10:13 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of executive session by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Singleterry and carried unanimously. 

Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 07-13-09-05  WHEREAS, Teamsters Local 469, representing blue collar employees in the Borough, have been engaged in negotiations for a new collective bargaining agreement with the Borough of North Plainfield; and, 

WHEREAS, the parties have obtained a resolution to create a new collective bargaining agreement for the period of January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2013.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough approves the Memorandum of Agreement between itself and Teamsters Local 469 (Blue Collar) and authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute said Memorandum on behalf of the Borough.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:59 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


7/13/09


