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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday 12 March 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 12, 2012 at 7:39 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill 





Keiona R. Miller




Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry





Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 


Also Present:

Mayor Michael Giordano Jr. 
David E. Hollod, Business Administrator
Wendy Wiebalk, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 




Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Merrill.  

Council President Stabile requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned the status of the Borough Hall renovations, stressing that the project has been ongoing for nearly five years now and the provisions of the contract have not been adhered to.  Due to dissatisfaction with Dauti Construction, Mr. Hollod explained that the contract was signed over to the Borough approximately a year ago.  The leaks in the courtroom need to be addressed in a separate contract.  He reminded Mr. D’Amore that the Borough is currently in litigation with Dauti over insurance monies.  

The Council President commented that the vast majority of the work has been completed.  Better attendance at Council meetings has been realized at the Community Center and holding court sessions in Watchung led to a beneficial shared services agreement with them.     

NEW BUSINESS:
1.
2010 Audit and Corrective Action Plan – D.E.H.  The Chief Financial Officer, Patrick DeBlasio, was present.  Mr. DeBlasio explained that the four minor recommendations in the audit have been addressed.  He reported that the use of state approved contracts require the number to be listed on the purchase order going forward.  Infrastructure improvements have cancelled inactive accounts.  Mr. Merrill thanked him on a job well done.  The Council President added that each year there are fewer and fewer of these items.  
2.
Watchung Borough Storm Drainage – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that the Watchung and North Plainfield engineers had come up with a reasonable solution for storm drainage as North Plainfield has the capacity to handle water that flows across the highway.  The work will be done at Watchung’s expense.  Council President Stabile offered his full endorsement of the project.  Mayor Giordano reported that diverters have already been built into the roads and are working well.  
3.
Safe and Secure Communities Program Grant – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod reported that the Borough has participated in this grant for years.  Grant monies help to pay for anti-gang violence training, the DARE program, the Somerset County Strike Force and the new immigrant program.  
4.
Application for 2012 Sustainable Land Use Planning Grant (Association of NJ Environmental Commissions – ANJEC) – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that Dr. Harry Allen of the Environmental Commission pursued this grant.  With a $3,500.00 match from the Borough, the grant will bring in $7,000.00 to fund an environmental inventory.  The project will count towards Sustainable Jersey certification and will be most helpful to the new master plan.   
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:    

Mrs. Forbes reported that the Middle States accreditation evaluation of North Plainfield High School is winding down.  She encouraged everyone to review the paperwork as they were most complimentary of the high school.  


Mr. Singleterry announced that North Plainfield has received the bronze level Sustainable Jersey certification.  He thanked the administration, the Shade Tree Advisory Board and the Council for their support.  The Council President offered his congratulations. 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President
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