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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 21 October 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, October 21, 2013 at 8:42 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill
Keiona R. Miller  

Frank Righetti 

Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 

Patricia Melia, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.     
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

  The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of October 7, 2013.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:  

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of October 7, 2013:  

Ayes:

Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Stabile, Singleterry


Abstain:
Miller


Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-21-13-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 13-05 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing November 12, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all seven in favor.

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 13-05  AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER IV, ENTITLED “GENERAL LICENSING,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 4-1, ENTITLED “TAXICABS” 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. La Ronde requested that item “e’ be removed for a separate vote.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 10-21-13-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

10-21-13-02a, b, c and d
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried, all seven in favor.

Ayes:  La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Stabile, Singleterry


Abstain:  Forbes


Resolution carried 5-0-1.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 10-21-13-02a   WHEREAS, the following applicant has applied for renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption License for the period July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014 and the submitted application forms are complete in all respects; and
WHEREAS, the applicants are qualified to be licensed according to all statutory, regulatory and local government ABC laws and regulations; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue licenses in accordance with the filed application to the following applicant for the period July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014:


1814-44-013-012   
Rock Discount, LLC





t/a North Plainfield Discount Liquors




        
1196 Route 22 East





North Plainfield, NJ 07060

RESOLUTION NO.  10-21-13-02b  WHEREAS, an application has been filed by NB Liquors, Inc., 1290 US Highway 22 Eastbound, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 (hereinafter referred to as “Applicant”) for a person-to-person/place-to-place transfer of Plenary Retail Distribution License (1814-44-013-012), heretofore issued to Rock Discount, LLC, t/a North Plainfield Discount Liquors; and,


WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees have been paid and the license has been properly renewed for the current license term; and,


WHEREAS, the Applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes. 


WHEREAS, the Applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority has reviewed the source of all funds in the purchase of the license and the licensed business and all additional financing obtained in connection with the license and licensed business and the North Plainfield Police Department has found such to be acceptable.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it does hereby approve, effective as of October 22, 2013, the person-to-person/place-to-place transfer of the aforesaid Plenary Retail Distribution License (1814-44-013-012) to NB Liquors at 1290 US Highway 22, North Plainfield, NJ 07060, heretofore issued to Rock Discount.  (now in pocket and held by Rock Discount, LLC, t/a North Plainfield Discount Liquors, 4 Nicole Drive, Somerset, NJ 08873) and does hereby direct the Borough Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership and take all other actions necessary. Said certificate shall read “This license, subject to all of the terms and conditions, is hereby transferred to NB Liquors, Inc., effective October 22, 2013.”


RESOLUTION NO. 10-21-13-02c  PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF SURPLUS FUNDS


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-58 provides for the transfer of surplus funds from one account to the other during the last two months of the calendar year.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that transfers be made to the Borough’s 2013 budget appropriations in accordance with the following schedule:


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect on November 1, 2013:
A/C#

NAME






FROM


TO
CURRENT FUND

26-290-200  
Streets & Roads-OE




$25,000.00



26-310-200    Building & Grounds-OE





  $25,000.00

23-220-200 
Group Insurance




118,650.00

21-180-200
Planning Board-OE






      1,000.00

22-195-100
Uniform Construction Code-S&W




    20,000.00

22-195-200
Uniform Construction Code-OE




      1,000.00
22-330-100 
Health S&W







      3,000.00

45-925-200
Note Principal






      
    93,650.00
Totals







         $143,560.00      $143,650.00

RESOLUTION NO. 10-21-13-02d  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AWARDING THE GROVE STREET SIDEWALK MITIGATION PROJECT TO GROTTO ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, L.L.C. AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS IN FURTHERANCE OF THIS PROJECT ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of certain engineering services for the Borough’s Grove Street Sidewalk Mitigation Project; and 


WHEREAS, Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C., with a principal place of business located at 340 North Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, is in the business of providing Professional Engineering Services and has previously submitted a proposal for the following scope of work:



Proposal for Grove Street Sidewalk Mitigation Project:



Item 1 – Design Documents in an amount not to exceed Six Thousand Nine



Hundred Dollars ($6,900.00); and



Item 2 – Bid Support, Construction Observation and Contract Administration



in an amount not to exceed Eleven Thousand Dollars ($11,000.00); and



For a total contract amount not to exceed Seventeen Thousand Nine Hundred



Dollars ($17,900.00); and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous of obtaining the services of Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C. to perform all those services contemplated in the aforementioned Proposal.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the within referenced Professional Services Agreement with Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award is made pursuant to and consistent with the Local Public Contracts Laws of the State of New Jersey.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 10-21-13-02e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 21st day of October, 2013 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:

Forbes, Merrill, Miller, Righetti, Stabile, Singleterry
  

Abstain:
La Ronde

Resolution carried 6-0-1.

REPORTS:

Police Department:  August 
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Joseph Gerald Blumetti

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Event Held on September 27 in the St. Joseph’s Parking Lot on Manning Avenue   

	Fabricland

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Fabricland Craft Fair on November 23

	State of New Jersey Office of the Governor

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Assembly Bill No. 1857

	Comcast 

Union, NJ
	Re:  NJ State League of Municipalities Conference 

	State of New Jersey Office of the Attorney General Department of Law and Public Safety

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Sate of New Jersey, by the Commissioner of Transportation v. Tzorchei Amcho Foundation Inc., et al Docket No. SOM-L-934-13

	State of New Jersey Department of the Treasury Division of Taxation 

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  2013 Certification of the Table of Equalized Valuations 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
Mr. La Ronde, anticipating the installation of WiFi in the renovated Council Chambers, suggested that the Council be equipped with laptops for use during meetings.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, expanding on earlier remarks regarding daytime burglaries, said that police officers living in town who brought their police cruisers home at lunchtime played a role in stemming such crimes through the visibility of their vehicles.  The speaker inquired after the inclusion of Historic Preservation in the new Master Plan.
Mr. Hollod confirmed that Historic Preservation is part of the Plan, and agreed that the visibility of police cruisers around town is significant, helpful and a strong deterrent.  The Administrator thanked Mr. Righetti for his “hall pass” idea.
Sherlon Morris, 224 Brook Avenue, North Plainfield, recalled being stopped repeatedly in the ‘90s while he was jogging and inquired after the frequency of current police patrols.  The Council President confirmed that the police, indeed, are on frequent patrol in the Borough.

Marcella Mejia, 98 Fairview Avenue, North Plainfield, referenced an abandoned house in her neighborhood, saying that cars were frequently parked in its driveway.  Mr. Rodino assured that the Borough takes property upkeep seriously.  If the property owner or bank involved are not maintaining a property, Public Works will clean it up and a lien will be placed against the property.  If it is a vacant property, only the owners have the right to use it for parking.  Mr. Singleterry suggested that if the speaker finds the property suspicious in any way, she should reach out to the police.  
Marc Pizzutiello, 222 Brook Avenue, North Plainfield, reported seeing an average of two to four accidents a week at the intersection.  He feared for the safety of his two daughters, asked for greater traffic control and requested the trimming of large trees involved in overhead wires.  Mr. Rodino confirmed that only PSE&G is authorized to trim large trees involved with wires.  The Borough or a resident can call them when such are observed.
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod called attention to the Borough website, where information is updated daily.  The Council President, addressing crime concerns, emphasized that crime watch block associations are very effective.  
Mrs. Forbes noted a good public turnout for the evening’s meeting, thanked those in attendance for their comments and hoped that those present would attend the Council’s meetings more frequently.  Mr. La Ronde and Ms. Miller agreed, while Mr. Righetti expressed how nice it was to see some new faces in the audience.  

Mr. Stabile commented on a walk taken by himself and his father when they observed a bald eagle in flight overhead.  It was an impressive sight.

The Council President echoed his colleagues’ appreciation for the evening’s public turnout, reminding that tonight’s Council deliberations about noise and garage sales were in direct response to public concerns expressed previously.  “You’ve helped us,” he concluded.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

10/21/13


